MARCO POLO                                   263
in many of the writings of Marco Polo about the
kingdoms of Central Asia in his^ days, and the Tartar
kingdoms in particular, their history, courts and socie-
ties. The memoirs of Marco Polo were for ages the
authority of the historians and scholars In studying
many of the conditions of these nations and kingdoms
in the Middle Ages, and they are still a valuable docu-
ment as regards the history and geography of Asia,
binding the heritage of the past and modern research
with the strongest of ties.
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1The murder of the old man of the mountain. Ala-ud-Din, cited by
Marco Polo, was in 1255 after a long reign. He was succeeded by his son
Rukn-ud-Din who reigned for only one year, and was besieged by the army
of Hulagu at whose hands ended the Ismaili dominion.